Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.120; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.2.
Related literature
For a study of the biopotency of the title compound, see: Arfan et al. (2010) . For related structures, see: Ali et al. (2010) ; Mustafa et al. (2009) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2010 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
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Comment
The C 12 H 15 NO 5 compound (Scheme I) was synthesized for evaluation of its potency against urease enzymes (Arfan et al., 2010) ; we have also synthesized other t-butyl esters of phenols Mustafa et al., 2010) . The nitrophenoxy portion is approximately planar (r.m.s. deviation 0.034 Å) this makes an angle of 84.8 (1)° with respect to the -CH 2 -C(═O)-O-C fragment (Fig. 1 ). π-π stacking is observed between nearly parallel C1-benzene and C1 i -benzene rings of adjacent molecules (symmetry code: (i) 1-x, y, 1/2-z), centroids distance being 3.6806 (10) Å. Intermolecular weak C-H···O hydrogen bonding is present in the crystal structure (Table 1) .
Experimental 4-Nitrophenol (1 g, 7 mmol) was dissolved in acetone (25 ml). To the solution was added potassium carbonate (2 g, 14 mmol). t-Butyl bromoacetate (2 ml, 14 mmol) was added amd the mixture heated for 3 hurs. The solvent was evaporated and the residue was dissolved in a mixture of water (50 ml) and ethyl acetate (50 ml). The aqueous layer was extracted three times with ethyl acetate. The combined organic phases were evaporated under reduced pressure and the solid material was recrystallized from n-hexane to give the produce in 80% yield.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions [C-H 0.95 to 0.98 Å, U iso (H) 1.2 to 1.5U eq (C)] and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation. Figures   Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001) of at C 12 H 15 NO 5 the 70% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
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